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c A NUSLIW - CHRISTIAN SECT IN CYPRUS

Ix one of Lady Mary Wortley Montzme's most interesting letbors,
sAdroesed from Addanople, fo the Abbot —— on the lst of Apsl

1717 e, she speaks of a disonssion ehe had held with one Achmet
Eev. i whose heuse st Belgrade she hed resided for <hree weeks,
LA ferenee to the numerous sects mio which Islam, ke

Crnsiendom, is cdvided,“she seys

ooof ol velgiens I bhave seen, 13 of the Axmmposis eezeins 1o me she 10!

.. These people, Eving Beoween Chriscizns aaf Mahemetsns, and
. in csrtroversy, declare ihac 7 ere utierly unebls o judge
wiii is 1he best; bus, to e cerdain of Dot ensively rojecting the truth,
by very prudentiy dollew both, Ther pe fo mosque on Feidsy, and to tha
abarch an Sundny, saying for thedr exevse thet nt the Day of Fudgment ther ave
e of protection: from dhe true Tropket, bat which that is they am nob shle to
iy ine in this world, T bebiewe theee is no ozher race of menkiod who have
modent an opinton of theiv own eapscity.

These who have teavelied in Cvprus, or perased books regading
!E'a:\! fsland, will have learmed that thers, too, & sect of this character
Frte—a sogttered community of persons who, while cuiwaedly
Fefessine Telam, belong o geeret to the Orthodox Greek Church,
e iber {oliow the abservenees of both.

e are called in Cyprus * Tine-hambeki {fue S mBara,
- Ensneeiton, Althonsh most writers on Cyprus refer briefly to
s detsils respacting them are very seanty.  En the Census returns
7 Bgure as Mohamanedans. They were therefors linble to militdry

i

L

Wl bear Muslim {secratly also Christian) narmes.
1:5!1' slleged preciction of the Prophet regasding the develop-
tof Mumerous sects within the pele of Idam itself Tue been move
T And it s nok smrrising thet ie the Ortanan Eipire,
s of race and lauguage, tae weves of conguest
*h. i asion sould have given birth to vaxious strange phenomena
*A realms of religion,
: the matter of latgnage we find provinees where many Musline
—k only that of their Christian compstriots, and sice versa.
% e there are many of the faithful who can epreale Greel
7ii

=

B T

Yiob under Oittoman rale. Both men and women dzess in buslim -
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only, sud o whom the preacher in the mosgue addresses Luiemself
in tht langesge. In Asia Miner, and elsewhers, there are reglons
where ‘Muzkish only ie spoken, and the services ef the Orthodox Greek
Church are read in thet tongue, the (ospels being translated into
Turkdish eharacters, '

Do the borderlands of relipions there have lsem diverse com-
promiees and make-shifts. Thiz has been the ease at various times
and points of contact between the Creseent aad the Cross. Thus in
the early days of Molammedanizm there were Jndaeg-Christians in
Arabia, on the fringe of nascent Islam, who were Tardly distingished
from: it. Rometimes Muslim detestation of idelatry, or any temdener
towarde it, has inspired toleration on the part of Turks towarda
Protestants, as opposed to Catholies ; 45 when {to take an oft-gueted
instance from the days of ouz Queen Tlizabeth) Binen Pasha stated
that all thet was requirsd of Englishmen to be good Muslims wos
that they should pronnunes the eshed, or brief profession of faith.
Or a: when Almet Resp Effendi, amhassador of the Porte, informed
Fredorick the Great that the Turks considerad Protessants s
Aokammedans in disguise,  More recently Catholiez kave been some-
times expelled bag and baggage from he Oitoman Bmpire, while fevos
has been secorded to Protestant missions. There have been qunint
sdaptions of supersfition, sometimes dus fo mixed merrages of
Mushms with Christian wives : such s the praetics in Asia Minor of
Mustim Emirs, or princes, bring baptised secording to Greek Tituel,
by immersion, in ordez to wash off the evil odewr which was helieved
to he characteristie of those cutside the Cluistian fold.

And them, in the cdash of eveeds, questions have often arisan
whether, and bow for, faith may Lo concegled or cren sieaulation
prostised ; whether, to aveid persecution, denisl with the lips may ke
pardonable, provided that the heart in secret preserve the true faith.
These queskions have been answered i variens ways in times of &
diffeulty, and the Lino-bambeki of Cwpras are the living reprezenta-
tives of cue of the attermpted solutions.

~To the modesty of the Amaout acct, which could not underteke’
45 decide on the merits of two confileting creeds, an antithesis may
perbaps be found in the Hanjis, or huatmen of Cashueze {described
by Mr. E. F. Enight),' who, experiencing the snme diffieuléy, found it
cor verient to adopt neither. .

There can e Little douht that the ovigin of this pecuiinr sest is 72
ta be traced o the dars that foltowed the Turkidh eonques? of LwpeE
in 1570 Mo Goubb & deadly tereor must have heen ineyired in T
minds of many Cyprists by the tezrible fate that befell some of thelf
compatriets. M. de Cesnels rays that many of the Lino-bambakl
a3 hesn ' adherents of the Latin Church, though it is shill & #skeeT
of dispute between the Greek bishops and thp Latin pricsts a3 B

v VFiere Thres Enpiras Heel, -

Miﬁﬁ}ﬁuréumm B
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which Church they rightly belong to, each eotriunity being dasirons
of claiming them s adherents.’

[t ia probablo that this was so. 4t the time of the Otfoman
invasion, batred of Venctisn rale led mauy of the Jrpriots to sym.
pathize with, and even pethaps aid, the inveders 2g daftrerers,
the prospect of Turkish ruke appearing preferable to tlat of the rivsl
Christian  power. The Venetians bag rendered  themselves more
hateful than their predecessors the Lusimans,  Both had sought te
enforee  religious, as well as temparal. syupremser, to bring the
"sehlismatics * into submission to the Foman Chorel, Fhe Venetians
ciosed all Groeks schools, The trearmens of the © Crihodox * by the
Latim elergy was more harsh thau that of ° infidels ™ by Muslims
so- muek so, that numbers of Chpriots emizrated to Asiy, Minor, © pre-
ferring,” &z Mr, Duclororth 5a73, * the whips of the Moglem Purk to the
scorpions of the Cheistiare,’* The Orreman cdnqueror carme prepaced
to repard with comparative favour the Orthedox {resk Orpriots,
Their Chureh alone was recognised.  The Leting wers fudeed far the
most prt wived out. The smgll remnanis Lad the alternative. of
Tlarm, death, or slavery. Thev woud therefora ralatively larger
nmBers Lave evaded parseention b the adoprion of Tslam,

On the other hend thers kad Leen indiscrimingte slaughter of
Greeks and Latins by tle javaders afpar the sieges of Mikosia and
Famagusta, and the sect of the Lino-bambsl graw and was reinforoed
out of both elements, fear befug the most cogend motive, Sech dis.
Pute as M. de Cesnola refers ta would no doubt erise occasiomally,
fven since the British oeompation ceses kave oocurred im whieh
* both Clurehes hawe contestad disposal of & corpse for burial, The

Latin Church has. occastonally exerted jrself in teving to reclaim
members of the seet hv the estsblishment of schools, and sther
means ; but thess have alwars beer defeated br the counterzetion of
the Greek Churel.

The early acts of appressios angd spolistion were no doubt follpwed,
from time to time, by outbreaks of fansticism on the port of the
dtcupante. [n more vecent fmes {except that connected with Ehe
Greek rebellion of 1831) this was probably rere. But even within
he memory of some now living, attempts to cxerciss Pressure in
Fesisting sncessions have beon made, though suppressed by order of
the Tarlish Government, ' '

In the ordinacy conmse of thing: Teslish zetrlers came fo acoupy
182 moce favoured and imigeted emis. Thr infuence of these
Dersons would exoreise itself in varows ways, Mok a lew natives
Woild dearn it prudent o declare for Islam, to seeure Bfe and property,
O t0 obfein matarial advantages, It is alse more than prabable
that aqt unfrequently Turks possessed themsolves of native Christian
women,  These would &3 4 rade beopme Muslims ; but in many cases

¥ T Ol of Cryras, p. 53




Tod THE KNINETEENTH (ENTURY Mar

they would do all that might Le in their power to maintain, in secvet,
‘the faith they kad unwillingly renouced : to andermine that of their
congorts ; or to bring up their children in the ways of their owa people. -

The seck is found in all parts of the iddand. At the fime of the
British oeeupation (E8T8) it is said that the Lino-bambald did not
anmber moere than 1300 persons: perheps an underestimation.
Bince that date the sect has diminisaed more rapidly than lLefore.
Previously there had been a gradusl and fitfa} decresse from wyear
to vear, due to various causes, especially the inerewsing preponder-
ance in numbers and prosperity of the Greel element, The establish-
ment of oar rule naturally tended to encourage waverers to declare
maore boldly for the Church, o

At present thers is no village where the people are =ll Line-
bambald ; and thers sxe ploces where, in & population which was in
the last generation entirely of tha? pezsussion, not & single Linen-
eotfon can now be found. There aze willages whers it is only Srem
the decaying Muslim graverards that the former extent, or exdstence,
of the sert can he inferrac. Theve are again mixed villages in whics
the Furls fincluding Lino-bam:balki) snd Chrstians aze somewlhai
evenly divided. It iz in these thai tae tvpicel Lime-bambakos may
be hest studied.  Thers i= & mosque, with 2 bodjs snd all tzat is
necessaey for maintaining the spirit of el-Jslam; and there iz &
charch, Thers sre sehoolz of both Cenomirations, In a wvillage of
this kind the vitality of the sect is scmedimes partly due o feelings
engendered by the anomaly of Eritish tenure in the islend. Thers
is a lingering ides that Cyprus may, citer o], be handed back one of
these days to the Porte ; and possibly this fecling coineides in some
instances with a prosentiment thad there may be raving virtues in both
sreeds, -

Forierly considersble atbention was given br the Turks fo the
mainzenance of & spirit of orthodoxy in Lina-hambeki villages, espe-
cially where it scemed thet the backbome zoguired stiffening. This
was eftected from the hesdquarters of the distziet, or through the
piety of individusls. At certain times, especially during Reamadan,
it was usuak to zend s hodja to nearly all such villages. This kept
up sppearances, and disconzaged bacleliding. [t also gave smploy-
ment to itinersting hedjss, who are found throughout meighbouring -
provinces, 2nd some of whom vistt Cyprus annuzlly.  They are glad 4o
take up ek duty, and ad the end of their sejourmn in any locality
they colect fees feom the semmmanity. The furthes wo recede It
imagination inte the past, e mers profoineee we must suppeee ¥as
the outward prefession of Mebkammedanism. Of late the wanring
nower of the Turk, as exhibited in Egypt, Crete, and slaewhere, could
not fail t0 be dissussed in Cypriot ecramunities, and to shrengthen
leatings towards Christianity ; whilz the infuenee and vigilance
of Eoreipm consuls were s more pewerful check wpon lstent fana-
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tcism in this small insular provinee than in some confinental
vilayeis.

Blasiy amusing stories sre told megarding villages where the pro-
fession of Tslam was lokewarm snd time-serving. They relate chisfly
to the latter days of Oitoman rwle in Oyprus. In such places should
a meavine ° Turk,” especially a higher official of any Jepactment,
inciuding the police, appear, & bustle and parade were mede forthwith
in order to dispel any doubts as to Buslim orthedoxy. At a remote
village it has happened that a Greek bishoo arsived in the worning,
and aff the flock attended to pay their Tespecis, Towsrds evening
a Turkish offieial happemed to arrive. and the willegers hastened to
entertein him hospitably, £s faithinl Mohammedans |

The ownership of pigs on suck oscasions gives Tise %o a varietF
of faretions aneedotes. The Cypoot, Lke the Edshmen, dearly loves
his pig, and no famify that can afferd it fails to keep ot least one.
TIf the unclean animal were seen in the houze of a Linn-bambalos,
it would of course belong to some Christian neigkboar, from whose
premiscs it had strayed. A friend of the writer cnee hears one Hessan
afias Nikolas) call over & well to & Iviend and eo-religionist on a
Frider: Y am pgodng to the mossue. Are vou cowing?’ 'Go
to 1 replied Nikolas; 1 am elesnivg mv pig. The pig, by the
way, goes sometimes by the nome of repmenfzpir (fellow fatherdn-law),
so that in the presence of Turks he can be convenientlr meationed,
ingognito, wader thie title.

And now let us glance at the lives of ordinarr mexbers of the

eemramity,
T all oubward appesrgnce, ag alsady stated, the Line-bambaki
are Muslims, while in the family cirels they address ome another by
Christian names. 1t is said that in some places preferesce is given
to nemes common o the twe religions: eg. Suleyman (Solomony,
Yusuf [ Joseph), &c.  Bub this is cectainly not the case aga rale. The
Mobawmmedan neme is given opsdy.  Simultaneously comes the
guestion of Chestian baptism, This bs performed seeretly by a priest
caited in for the purposs: a godiather (powds or dwrddeyery being
appointed. Suck is the atmosphers i whick $he infant is reared ; 0
augwer to fwo nemes ; to lesrn i due course faat he heloags to two
" weligions, and must of necassity practise dissimulation from his earliest
Fenrs. Small blame, one might argwe, i eause produce effect in the
development of character in Tis fatuse carees,

A fow vesrs pess, and the question of cirsumeision (sinnet—
ezrronsly prozents Heell,  The rite is now practisec, or evaded, not so
much secordisg o the ascendency or otherwise of Molaremedsn
influence in the wiliage, as on account of other considerstions wiich -
will be referred to later. In recent times probably nod mere then
five or six por sent. of the male Lino-bambald have uadergone the
CeTEINONLY.
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Next gome questions of sohoel and education. Before the British
orcupation village sehools woee forr in number.  Sinee that date they
have lamgely inemeased in number and quality of feaching ; amd
problems of eduection have presented fresh difficalty, snd & motive in
many ceses for throwing off the mask, To miwed villages, where &
Mushim sohool exdats, meny Lino-bambald gend their children, fo It -
o etipulation being sometimes made with the hodja that religious
gubjects shall be entirely aveided. The hodje, tn a case known o
the writer, found his position Do ocesy 0He Tt was impossinke to
ateer abeotutely -lear of all allueion 1o religlous fopics, and pavenis
stromgly Tesemted his occasional hints that they showld definitely
adopt one ereed or the other, Ona certain occasion he took o pupl,
who appeated to have manifest leanings towards Lslam, to the
mosque.. The boy's father happemed to poss, ook in, and perceive

_ his som st prayers. He-at once removed him from the sehool, and

.. tokinghiwh home enid, © T did not send you to sehool for this 1* Both

- this hodjs and ais predecessor found the place untenable, owing to
. thp diffieulties sused by the Ling-bambald element.

. Ull bkl

nt 7 the guestion of military- gervice had also to be
{ Liakgity began ab the age of eighteen, and a cortain pumber of
Turks, inohyding of course Linen-cottens, had to be drawwn svery year.
Fixemption was purchasable for 50, (Turkieh], sud opportunity wae
doubtless affosded for judicidits bribery. There is no doubt, howewer,
that the zecrni-ing officer was imstructed o adopt different and
Barshor messurss with the people in villages whers infidelity was
suspected. Tf; =g, the village was one that should nnder ozdinary
citcimstances firnish ten youths, double that number was erlled for,
and the Tule that an only son ghould be exempied wes nob ohaerved,

fhe Lino-bambskes tecruit was drafted off for five years’ service to

Rhodes, Asia Monor, or elsewhere, There Le Tad fo attend mosoue
on Fridays, peihaps for the first time in his %ife, and found himseli
ot & loss over t7e prostrations, and cobliged to watek the proeedurs
of bis neighbeurs, thua probebly leaming much mere respecting
Yiis nominal cread than i he had remained at home. But: the fact of
Iis suspected orthodoxy followed him to the camp or bareacks. 4
Cypriot, who had sorved Tis time at Thodes, rlated thet once, when

~ eharged with a1 offence, he had aworn by Allsh and the Prophet; e

was detained by bis commanding officer, who informed him that he
was aequaintec with Cyprus, He then questioned him Tegarding bis
willage and the patron saint of his villape church, and directed him

_ that he muss o so swear by 3t George.

Phen foilovs sLe mers rewantic seasen of courtship gnd marriase.

+ Ap 6 rule, the Lino-hambaki intermarcy only amongst thewmselves,

those of ome willage often seeking partrers im snother. The dual
sspect of life -3 of course eotinged.  Betrothai—a far moze format
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afiiv iw the East than in the Wes—is openly celebrated in Muslim
fashion the proper Feence being duly obtained from the religious
authority. The Mohammedan mardage ceremonies follow in due
course. ‘Fhe happy bridegroom selects his Seghdii (mester of cere-
monies from the Lino-bambaki or Muelia commumity. On the
ather band, in prospeet of the seoret Christian union, he sscures &
wouge@épos {best man} from amongst his comrades, Friends of both
Trrkish and Christian communifie:s are invited +o the Muslim wedding
fostivities, which fake plece on Thursdar evening {ie Friday, & s
Turgue). The Cheistian marriage is secretly cardied ouf, generelly
at niglt, snd on & Sunday, either Anmediately following, or praceding
the Mohammedan ceremony, Belatives and intimate friends only are
invited.

The following incidsut took plaze st & wedding within £he recellec-
tion of viltagers at M- The marriage service was bheing performed
by a priest, amidst festive surromdings ; and in view of the nevit-
olbe Muslim ceremony, 2 hodje had been sent for from another village
to azoange matters, Al had gowe well hed nod the worthy hedje
errivec many houra before his tiwe, A scene of confuzion thereupon
ensued, The doer was hostily closed, snd the hodje informed that the
*harera * was preparing the bride br the ceremony.  In due course the
fair © Muslima * was led forsh for all the honowrs of & Mohammedan
wedding.

A3 a role & Tino-bambelos wil noc give s daughter in merriege
to a genuine Turk unless the latter consents to jein the community ;
in whoh case it is eeorstly agreed that he shall be admitted by
baptism inte the Christian fold wishout delay.

it may well be imagined that complicstions of various kinds
atise eut of this very mized stabe of afiairs. Amusing episodes of
love, elopement, snd intrigue are numerous; and meny & youth or
maides has been tempted scross the berder lime, in the matter of
religions acruples, yielding to the imperions dictates of the tender
passion. :

Tie Christian and the Mushn calendars bring rovnd their fasts
and festivals, amal throngh all of them ihe ELino-bambakes guides his
dubioas eourse. It is of course a frequent subject of banter that
he shares the good things of the world with beth communities; as
indeed he gererally does, puily keeping the Bairam feasts of the

- Turke, and the Easter anid othe: rejoizings of the Orthedox Chaich.

Tt iz perhaps ae death approsehes that the Lino-hambalt are maost
exereked in their minds, Perplexities which Lady Mary Montagu's
Arnagnis so complaeently bmexed 25iCs, and lefi for solufion in &
aeter worlg, must distwry the e

abed of many a worvhy peazant.
Euzal takes place in the Turbsh cemeteries, and Christian rites
or cetizolations must be administered seeretly before the hour of
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daath, after which everything raueh be aseording to Muslim procedurs,

But in this, s in other matters, more laxify and indifference have

. prevailed in Jate years, eapocially in villages where bub & very fewr
individusls of the chameleondike aect remain, and those perhaps
herdly nominel members, who hewve never entered B mgsque, or
ntertained priest or hodja. At death only arises the question which
of them showld be ealled in to perform the lest plous rites; snd
as o matter of fxct solution of the difficulty has not slways been easy.
A case, for instance, ocevrred in which a Cypriot, who bad long been
whsent from the island, retmmed, snd shortly afterwards died in
ons of the towns, Doubta existed regacding his faith. Evidence
was produeed that he had attended both ehureh and mosque. It wae -
finlly agreed that he had neves formally quitted the flogk of the
Tino-bambald, and he was buried as o Muslim.

O another occasion the Kadi of the chief tovm of a district com-
plained to the loeal euthority that a Muslim girl hed been buried
n @ Cusstian cemctery. A Mudir (sub.district adminietratox) was
gent oub to invessigate, and repert. His inguiry ghawed that the
gitl's father, Ctmer jalos Constautinos), deelsred that ke was a
Christian.  His wife, on the other hand, stated that she was a dnustima.
“But,’ snid the laster, * ¥ daughter, who had been a Muslima, beeame
a Christian, and was baptised a few days hefore her death, taking the
name of Pelagia.’ This seitled the question, and the Eadi was so
intormed officially. The father, by the way, Wiz & man not ondy of
doubts but of diplomacy; one who had drifted hither snd thither,

 The wife, sl & shaunch _Muhammedgn,'a{“te;' various controversies,
only congentad to vemain with her spouse on certain conditions : eg.
that ehe should be left in peace in Tespect of her creed, and thet (hnar
should not eat swine’s flesh at home, Hlsewhere he was Imown o
indulge in that luxury, but e was eareful to perform unuswally
alnborate ablutions hefore returaing bome. The wife had frequently
tlhrentened to Ieturn to her co-religionists in anothes village, and
on these occasions 'Omar’ enprgetically protested his adherence
0 el-Tslam. Am example of his ingenuity was shown when, heing -
calted upon undar & recent law to pay school fees in support of the
- Muslim villege establishment, he declared emphaticaBy for Christianity.
Being subsequently toxed ns mexaber of the Orthodex Greek
community, he pleaded exomption on the ground that he was a devout
followes of the Prophet.

The folinwing case, out of many, MEy sarve o ilnstrate some
of the diffioulties to which the double life may give rise. e Bairam,
s Lino-bambakos, was marrind to Ayshel [afteewards Mazengod).
They had two sons and one daughter, The daughter, TEimneteh,
arried a Linen-cotton, and seon after both * became enlightaned,’
openly teking the nemes of Ohristophi and Maria.  One s0D.



L1908 4 MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN SEOT IN CYPRUS 159

© Abdullab (sfterwards Minas), adopted Christianity. The other re-
mained in the Ling-bambaki fvld, and indeed married 51 gut-and-cat
. Purk of another willage. The frther, Bairam, died while a1l bis children
" were still Lino-brmnbald ; and Hs properties were divided in secordance
with Ottoroan (Muslim) laws >f inhesitance. The mother had hesn
previously married to 8 husand from whom she bad st uirad
properties of her own, When she died, as a Christizn, had ]l her
{and Bairzm’s) children been aFmitted into the Chureh, her properties
would have Besn divided aceording to Otcoman law ae affecting
Christians. Bué now the ecomplication began.  The two sons
quarrolled, Mines objecting taa? his brother Fusuf, being still a
Muslim, could nof inkerit from his Chrissian mother, Tusuf, hovwewer,
now feund it comvenient to deny this. The upshot was that the
matier was taken before the court. The tribuna? had to deride
whetker Yusnf was & Muslim o & Cheistian, During the procesdings
the question as to ciroumeisicn azose. Tusuf proved that he had
not undergone that rite. The Eadi considered “he poind, aud held
that i was immaterinl, in view of orhar eanvineing proofs that were
2cduezd.  His name, his dress and any oiher convincirg facts of
liis Jife, which were vouched fo- T viingsses, weze deemed sufficient
proof that he had never embraced Christianity ; and congeq nently
the Kedi decided that, as a Auslim, he could not fsherit from his
mother, whe hed openly renownzed Isem. This case ergated com-
-sidersble impression at the time on the Lino-bambski EOInIInity,
at any rate in the neighbourhowd ; as did the fact thet in soms other
ease thet had beon referred to eourt, the decision of the Eadi was
“maid fo have tnmed on the guestion of ereurngision.  Many of the
ling-bambaki, in echsequence, in order to avoid any doubts in the
lzatier of inheritance, wers cave’n] fo bave the rite performed,
To follow out some of the verious complkeations relative io
property end isheritance that mpise would fuvelve an acguaintance
ROt goly with Ottoman law, bt also with Jaws and cedinances that
bave heen passed since the Britich oreupstion,
Divisions in the same famTy often tsle place, generslly over
. Properties. Sometimes feelings of delicacy operste. In one case a
" young Lizo-bambakos, who was Malhtar {headmany of his village,
opeaiy embreeed Christianity. His fzther, who had held vanous
small eppointments wnder the Turkish Goversn-e t, was inclined to
do the same, but falt © acherrec te tars CTurkend
L wife, wag Lad also adted berresn 1w s only followad the
fon’s exampls after her hushends qesth.

Amusing incidents are due o memerts of forgetfulness. Muck
merriment was once caused in ¢ strest when a ledy, most comectly
dressed snd veiled in Turkish sifle, oz inguiring the price of
Uranges from a dealer, snd being tehen ahack at the reply, exclaimed

oo



560 THE NINSTEENTH CENTURY  May

* Panggia mou ! (0L, my Moly Virgin 1, & very commeon Greck form
of sxclamation, :

The wisits of hodjes sub 2o Lino-hambeli villages lave alen
afforded occasion for man= a tale. Thus a hodjs, who had been
despatched, in the montk of Bamadan, to the willage of P——, which
possessed a small church, srrived wnexpeetedly.  Fiading no villagers
ahout he proseeded to the elurch, where seevice wes fust boing con.
cluded. A number of the congregation were Lino-bambaki, wha,
on seeing the lhodja, hurded out. Ons young Linen-sotton was
intercepted. *Wey dir bow’ {What is this ¥} exeleimed the hodja.
Then, going round the church, he Blevw ot the tapers that weze burming
before the ikons. 4s he adproached that of St. Mikhail, who was
depicted with his deaven swerd, the young men, said, * You had better
not blow cut that ene.  St. ikhail might come forth and smite you
with his sword.  Such dhiege have happencd.” The hodja took his
sdviee, and left the taper burning, pocketing afl the othess. The
villamers in this ease, zs im meny others, collected the fees with
alaczity, in order to hasten te departuce of their visitor.

As rogards the policy o the Turks, and the astitude of Ielamm,
toweris the sect, these havs of conrese changed with the times, So
leng as the Eino-hembaki have professsd Mohammedanisma witk
apparent sincerity, they lave been freated acoordingly by the
entharities, and admitted to all the privileges of true believers. Any
open defection was dangereus; and exposd the seceder to panish-
ment. When o vilage fell under suspicion 'of trimming : when, for
example, a hodja or other ercissary reported that s community wers in
heart gizoure, the locality vweas regarded with displeasuro. Theres are
undoubtedly places where, cwing to sueh suspicions of apostasy, the
properties of the people were more highly assessed for taxes than thosn
of gther villages inthe reightourhood, and the methods of somseription
were, as before stzted, more severely exercised. More reccntly, of
eourse, those with leanings 4o Christianity bave hed less and loss o
fear. Religious sopervision 1as been zelazed, tilk fnally, m this age
of freedom, they have been left severely alone, and regarded ag © smariod’
{renegades), worthy of the swpreme gontempt of devout Muslims.

The attitude of the Gre:k Church appears to have heen most -
corzect, snd marked by jwdicious aloofness snd oot Amongst
villagers, a8 may be imagined, docal difforewces of opinion hava
occasionzlly arisen 23 to treatment of the sect. Thus, it was propesed
by certain vlasers in g omall comtiunidy that members of the sect
should net be edmittad 20 chured,  Others sgid, " Why shenit we
exclude thern ¥ They are gquiet people, and de no harm, They are
like persons on the Leink of a precipice. They may vet save them-
selves. It is not for vs to Sush them ever the edge, so that they
should perish withous doubt.® And this opinion prevailed.
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That the Lino-bambali cresd should be regarded by Christian

- and Muslim altke as 2 soligion of hypocrisy, with o %ittle contempt

end distrust, is but metural. I wou asl: an average Crpriot what he
thinks of the seef, he will sa¥ in effect, * What can Fou think of &
msn whe Geclares afb one moment that he is & Turk and at another
that be is a Christiae ? Can you trost such g wman ¥’ The com-
munity iz indeed ofte1 eredited with all the worst failings : it belag
insinuated thet Lino-bambaki must, as such, be persons of had type,
thieves, liars, &6 * Fow ean vou balieve a man whe, when you ask
bim whether be i3 2 Cleistizn, sars ™ Xo,” ai another fime, if it guits
him, " ¥es ™ ¥ I ones knew ons of thos © half-and-halés * whe was
calied 45 a witkess to court. Tf 1 were a judge, T wowld have hoth
& Euran and a Testament banded to such s hypoczite, and make
him swear on Both | * Such are usval comments on the seck,

But in general the Greeke are mors impressed by the hamorous
aspect of the matter thay any otber. Allusions to the subject of
the Linen-cotton alwwys proveke a smile o start with ; then, if
purseed, it leads invadably to anecderes of & josose nature, at the
expence generally of tle seot, their verr <itle of eourze sugeasting the
ludierois.

Wile the term  lino-bambakes is tha br which +hese com-
promisers are known m penersl a few ather epithets have also been
bestowed upon them. The next most commos title Es that of * Aposto-
lic* (drooroncnds), wHeh s of rather auaint origin,  The term apo-
stelitos is applied to 2 ~ariety of the carob, or loenst-bean tree, which
bears the pod so largely wsed in eattle foods, and trhich has snme-
times been imagined ¢ be the looust on whick Bt John the Baptist

“fed, Carob trees, in general, in order to produse good pods, must

be grafted, the fruit of the wild tree being of no value except for pigs.
But here and there. are to be found teees which in their natuza) state
bear fruif, mot equal in uality to those of the grafted tree, but market.
eble when mived witl: them, To raess tress the term apestolie is
applied, and Mr. Gennatins, the late Birector of Agricultare in Crpros,
is Drobably tighs in smising that the variety is so called as beinge

B Bett by Giod,” its supaiority not being due to any operation of man,

The name given to & teq which appears te partake of hosh wild and

“eultivated qualities conmerds itsell s approgriate o tlis two-sided

Tefigion. The Lino-bambakes is also called < péfas’ [messo}, and
terms such as " wrdreang? {piebald) &e., axe applied.  Sometimes, too,
"hen a villege has ben characteriss sally & home of the sect, it
s g mickneine, Thuz tae o ez Memagr belug of this
LRty to eal! 5 mans Monagziti i 1o insinuate that e belongs to
the companity,  The Turls sometimes uss the term ' 1Rezae-lext,

It is probable that #is seet will pass out of existence before many

. ¥eare have elapeed. The numpsiesl Preponderance of the Creek
. ;ﬂfimrmt, the great ifmersase of schools, and the establishment of
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complete toleration, Bre pnt.rent. canses ; #nd to these solvenis st
1o added the distivodt, nob to 58y contempt and ridicwle, wita which
the cornmunity 8 regerded.  The majority will become Christians;
but not guite all.  For, owing to the energetic steps taken by certain
Turkish setflers, whe hsve interested themselves in the matker quits
‘recontly, the Lino-bambeki in somoe places have declared firmly for
Telam, Meantime a study of the sect im its present state of sleolute
liberty o choose its own peth is not altogsther deveid of inteTzst,

Ropann L, 1. MIoeELL.



